
An independent middle and 
high school for grades 7-12

Engaged in the classroom

Engaged in the world



joy
Firmly rooted in academic excellence, 
Pacific Ridge School inspires and 
equips students to be lifelong learners 
who act with compassion and integrity. 
An ambitious, well-rounded curriculum 
combines with a close-knit community 
to nurture student growth. Talented 
and experienced teachers, many with 
advanced degrees, offer hands-on 
learning and extend the educational 
experience outside the classroom. 
Friendships develop among students 
and between students and teachers 
that last a lifetime. 

The key to relationships that foster 
learning is a well-managed student-
to-teacher ratio. By maintaining an 
average class size of 15 students, 
Pacific Ridge School ensures the kind 
of individualized attention that makes 
a real difference. More contact with 
teachers and peers breeds confidence. 
And with confidence come respect  
and success. 

Shaping lives that 
will shape our world

Pacific Ridge Mission: In a community that fosters 
academic excellence, ethical responsibility and 
global engagement, Pacific Ridge School prepares 
students for college and a purposeful life.



  Substance and Balance
As a 21st century school, Pacific 
Ridge School honors the best 
practices of traditional and  
innovative education, providing  
a program that prepares students 
for life well beyond college.  

Pacific Ridge School’s educational 
philosophy is distinguished by its 
emphasis on three pillars: academic 
excellence, ethical responsibility, 
and global engagement. Integrating 
strong academic content across 
educational disciplines and 
throughout the school’s program 
is central to our mission.

The academic leadership team and 
faculty have designed an integrated 
curriculum that emphasizes 
rigorous academics while achieving 
balance and perspective through 
participation in artistic, athletic, 
and service learning activities.  

  Exceeding Expectations
Pacific Ridge School’s curriculum 
exceeds California state requirements 
for college admissions and 
includes electives and Advanced 
Placement courses. Rigorous high 
school requirements include four 
years of English, three years of 
math, three years of science, three 
years of language, three years of 
history, two years of the arts, and 
two years of physical education.  
Local and global service learning 
are graduation requirements and 
support the mission of engagement 
in the classroom and beyond. 
    
Students can also pursue enriching 
extracurricular activities including 
a full range of athletics, clubs, 
publications, and student government 
activities. An academic advising 
system and international college 
counseling program actively help 
students and parents map the future. 

Subject matter 
that matters

rigor

Pacific Ridge School prepares 
students to explore the world. 

To test limits. 

To understand consequences. 

To contribute. 

To lead.



HarknessTeaching: Around an oval seminar table, with enough room for 
15 students and a teacher, students learn to listen and speak respectfully, 
to question assumptions, to articulate their views. Students and teachers 
come to class well prepared to take intellectual risks together. Everyone 
has a front row seat.   

Inspired teaching transforms 
the classroom.

Dedicated teachers provide 
ingredients for success, helping 
students embrace life’s wonderful  
and varied opportunities. 
Together they weave lifelong 
connections across disciplines, 
activities, and people.

Classes of 15 students around 
seminar-style tables inspire teachers 
to combine the best of dynamic 
group instruction and individual 
attention. Small classes allow 
teachers to devote more time to 
developing thought-provoking 
assignments and offer students 
substantive feedback on their work.
Intimate class sizes also enable 
teachers to know each student’s 
unique mind and personality, and 
engage both to enhance learning. 

Faculty work together on grade-level 
teams to plan and integrate course 
content across disciplines. This allows 
teachers to see the full picture of what 
each student is learning. Integration 
includes music and the creative arts, 
activities proven to make young 
people better learners and stronger 
students. The integrated curriculum 
makes study more meaningful and 
fosters deep understanding.

meaningEye contact inspires learning—
student to student, and



Better students 
Better world citizens

  Ethical Responsibility
Through thoughtful integration of 
probing questions tied to specific 
academic disciplines, students 
are encouraged to develop ethical 
convictions and the confidence to  
act on them. 

At Pacific Ridge School, ethics lessons 
take place both in the classroom and 
in the community. Through local and 
global service learning, students turn 
their ethical discussions into ethical 
practices in the real world.

The advisory program at Pacific Ridge 
School provides another forum for 
helping students develop ethically 
as they make decisions and take 
action in their own lives. In twice 
weekly meetings, faculty advisors lead 
students in activities and discussions 
of both academic and other school-
related issues. 

  Global Engagement
Global engagement is exciting to young 
people because, as future adults, they 
know the world is theirs to shape. The 
service learning program supports the 
mission of global engagement with 
a variety of offerings connected to 
the curriculum. Pacific Ridge School 
students start as “local citizens” in 
middle school, progress to “world 
travelers,” and become, by graduation, 
“world citizens.”  

The global engagement program 
includes sister schools, a diverse and 
internationally experienced teaching 
staff, and a curriculum designed to 
inspire students to explore beliefs and 
opinions from multiple perspectives. 
In the last weeks of the school year, 
students participate in travel programs 
both within the United States and 
around the world, taking learning and 
service beyond the classroom walls.

Ethical responsibility and global engagement are two pillars of Pacific Ridge School’s  
mission. By fully integrating them into the pursuit of academic excellence, Pacific Ridge  
students learn daily the value of living with integrity, while they and their teachers explore
what is fair, caring, and important.  

respectrespect



balance

The arts not only 

inspire us, 
but challenge 

our point of view.

  The Arts First Hand
The arts program at Pacific Ridge 
School encourages the development of 
artistic sensibilities through a number 
of different mediums. By touching 
on many time periods and cultures, 
students come to understand diverse 
movements in art and the artists who 
influenced these movements. The arts 
provide another forum for considering 
the ethical questions discussed 
across the curriculum, while guiding 
students as they discover more about 
themselves as creative beings.

Visual and performing arts are an 
integral part of the daily schedule, 
with classes meeting as frequently as 
other academic courses. Students are 
immersed in the arts both as participants 
and as spectators throughout the year.

  Inspirational and Rich
Pacific Ridge students take courses 
from within five different art disciplines, 
including dance, media arts, music,  
studio arts and theater. Multiple courses 
are offered in the following subjects:

•	Dance
•	Digital Photography
•	Film Studies
•	Graphic Design
•	Jazz/Rock Ensemble
•	Orchestra
•	Theater Arts
•	Visual Arts
•	Vocal Ensemble

Performances and Exhibits 
• Art Exhibits: painting, drawing,  
 sculpture, photography
• Jazz/Rock Ensemble, Orchestra,  
 and a cappella Performances
• Open Mic Nights
• Showcases: dance, music, theater,  
 and visual arts
• Theater Arts Performances

Confidence grows 
through artistic expression.
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Athletics for life

  Physical Education
At Pacific Ridge School, Physical Education 
classes prepare students to meet or exceed 
the California Physical Fitness standards. 
Middle School students participate in physical 
education in both 7th and 8th grade. Upper 
School students must complete two years 
of physical education in order to graduate. 
The following options satisfy the Physical 
Education requirement:

•	Athletic team participation  
•	Physical Education class

•	Other options for Upper School students: 
  – Strength and Conditioning
  – Upper School Independent PE

Athletics and physical education are vital parts of a Pacific Ridge 
School education. With students engaged on the fields and courts, 
Pacific Ridge instills positive play in competitive athletics.

  Athletic Competition
Middle and Upper School students have the 
opportunity to participate in athletic competi-
tion throughout the school year. Seventh and 
eighth grade teams compete in the South 
Coast Middle School League. Pacific Ridge is 
a member school in the CIF-San Diego Sec-
tion, with Upper School teams competing in 
the Coastal Conference.

  A Wide Range of Expertise
Pacific Ridge coaches share a deep passion
for and commitment to athletics. All
of our coaches have extensive coaching
experience at the youth, high school and/
or college levels. Pacific Ridge School
enjoys an active partnership with the Positive
Coaching Alliance —headquartered at
Stanford University—as part of an ongoing
effort to create and sustain a positive,
character-building sports environment 
for student-athletes.

Success on the playing field 

is not measured solely by 
wins and losses. Success 

means that student-athletes have 

become stronger people and 

learned to handle challenges.
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Experience the difference Pacific Ridge School can make for your child today. 
Call our admissions office for more information at 760-579-4901, or log on to 

www.pacificridge.org.

communityNestled amid a hillside nature preserve, Pacific Ridge School 
is located in Carlsbad’s Bressi Ranch community, within easy 
access to all North County freeways and communities.

A special place

The Pacific Ridge School campus is 
designed to facilitate our mission and 
integrated curriculum, reflecting the 
philosophy that students and teachers 
never stop learning. Our classrooms 
and teacher workrooms are adjacent 
to central gathering spaces that serve 
both as extensions of the classrooms 
and as study areas for students 
before and after school. Seminar-style 
classrooms, state-of-the-art science 
labs, a library, art studios, spaces 
for music and drama classes, and a 
college counseling center are vital 
areas of our campus.

Our home turf allows students 
to compete in soccer, lacrosse, 
cross-country and flag football and 
to take physical education classes. 
Our 35,265 square foot Athletic 
Center, includes a 17,600 square 
foot gymnasium with three regulation 
volleyball/basketball courts, as well 
as a strength and conditioning room, 
a training room, and a studio for yoga 
and dance. Pacific Ridge School 
also enjoys partnerships with nearby 
recreational facilities, where golf and 
tennis players practice and host home 
competitions.

Designed with simplicity, functionality 
and environmental sustainability in 
mind, the campus supports the way 
students learn, grow, compete, and 
excel at Pacific Ridge School.



E N G A G E D  I N  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  •  E N G A G E D  I N  T H E  W O R L D

At a glance
 The School

	 	 • Non-Profit 501c(3)
	 	 • Coeducational
	 	 • Member of the National Association of Independent Schools
  • Accredited by the Western Association of Schools  

   and Colleges

 The Campus
	 	 • Carlsbad, California
	 	 • Bressi Ranch Community
	 	 • Academic and administration buildings, laboratories,  

   outdoor gathering spaces, full-size soccer/lacrosse field
	 	 • 35,265 square foot Athletic Center with three volleyball/ 

   basketball courts, a strength and conditioning room,  
   a training room, and a studio for yoga and dance

 The Academic Program
	 	 • Exceeds California state requirements for High School  

   and College Admission
	 	 • Offers elective and Advanced Placement courses 
	 	 •  Diploma requirement of both local and global service

 Class Size 

	 	 • Average class size of 15

 Campus Life
	 	 • A full range of athletics, student-led clubs, publications, 

   and student government activities

 Tuition Assistance
   • Tuition assistance is available on the basis of demonstrated  

   need.

 Pacific Ridge School does not discriminate on the basis of  
 race, nationality, gender, sexual orientation, religious affiliation 
 or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, 
 admissions policies, and other administered programs.  

  To learn more about Pacific Ridge School, 
  call 760-579-4901, or visit our website: 
  www.pacificridge.org 
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